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Abstract 

This study aims to investigate the factors influencing English teachers’ 

preferences for textbooks provided by private-sector publishers, with a focus on 

teachers in SMP 09 Tegal, Indonesia. The importance of textbooks in the teaching-

learning process is crucial, as well as selecting appropriate textbook used in the 

classroom. Despite the availability of textbooks from both government and 

private-sector publishers, there is limited research on teachers’ preferences in this 

context. This qualitative study employs a phenomenological approach that 

involves in-depth interviews and observations of English teachers and students at 

SMP N 09 Tegal. Participants included three experienced English teachers and one 

chairman of the MGMP Bahasa Inggris (English Teacher Forum), as well as three 

students selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected and analyzed 

thematically to uncover the underlying factors influencing textbook selection, 

teachers’ perception towards the use of private-sector publisher’s textbook, and 

challenges in the use of textbook by private-sector publisher’s textbook. The 

findings reveal that content quality and variety, including the incorporation of 

practice questions and visual media, are significant factor in teachers’ textbook 

preferences. Teachers also value textbooks’ usability, practicality, readability, and 

the availability of supplementary materials. Despite generally positive perceptions 

of textbook by private-sector publisher, several challenges have been identified., 

such as language and content complexity, lack of local context, and infrastructure 

limitations. Student related challenges include diverse characteristics and varying 

levels of English proficiency that needs adaptable teaching strategies from 

teachers. Therefore, this study suggests that government through Ministry of 

Education, Culture, and Research can make textbook that better suits the needs of 

students and teachers in the classroom in order to benefit Indonesian education in 

general. 
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Introduction 

In classroom practice, textbook is essential for teaching-learning process. It is said 

that textbook is considered as one of the most important elements in the 

classroom (Mohammadi & Abdi, 2014). Without textbook, the teaching learning 

process will be lacking in practice. The textbooks used in the classroom was 

chosen by the corresponding teacher with the recommendation made by MGMP 

Bahasa Inggris (English Teacher Forum), in EFL teachers’ case, it is the English 

teacher’s correspondence. It means that the responsibility of selecting an 

appropriate textbook lies in the hands of teacher. 

 

There are plenty of textbook choices outside, the ones that is provided by 

government/ internal publishers (Ministry of Education) and private-sector 

publishers (book sellers outside authorized publishers). This means that the 

teachers have the opportunity to select and evaluate the textbook that meets the 

needs and requirements of their students. The role of teacher is crucial in selecting 

the appropriate textbook for their students because the teachers know their class 

better than anyone else. 

 

Textbook selection is crucial for teaching learning process. The textbook selected 

by the teachers should suit the teacher’s learning plan. The relationship between 

teacher and coursebook is an important consideration and is at its best when it is a 

partnership which shares common goals to which each side brings its special 

contribution (Cunningsworth, 1995, p.7). It solely means that the teachers and 

textbook cannot be separated each other. They have to be connected each other 

and share the same objectives. Its partnership helps to ensure that the teachers 

maximize the potential for expected learning outcomes. 

  

Despite the importance of textbook selection, there is no significant amount of 

study that talked about the textbook selection and preference among Indonesian 

English teachers. According to preliminary study conducted earlier by the 

researcher, it has become phenomena where teachers prefer using  Lembar Kerja 

Siswa (LKS)/ Textbook provided by private-sector publishers than textbook 

provided by the Ministry of Education and Culture (MoEC) among English 

teachers in Tegal. The decision and preference of English teachers in Tegal raised 

questions regarding the factors that might influence this choice and its potential 

effect for English language education at Indonesian school. 

 

Mastering public speaking is crucial for teachers, as these skills are essential for 

everyone, particularly in building a successful career and fostering positive 

relationships. That is because a teacher can easily communicate with students and 

be easily understood by students as well as possible, so there is understanding 

regarding the information. A teacher's delivery needs to be paid attention correctly 

because what a teacher says will be immediately imitated by the students, so a 
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teacher must be able to communicate clearly with appropriate words. Teachers 

who can communicate effectively with their students can organize them 

efficiently during teaching and learning sessions in the classroom. Additionally, 

such teachers can manage the classroom environment effectively, enabling 

students to grasp the teaching and learning objectives easily. Moreover, students 

are more likely to be self-motivated in their learning efforts. 

 

In an effort of understanding teachers’ preference in Indonesian context, the 

researcher has to choose schools that located in Indonesia, preferably in the 

location that is convenient for the researcher within the context. In this case, the 

researcher decided to choose SMP N 09 Tegal as the location. This school was 

chosen due to its strategic location and its potential. The school is located at 

Martoloyo street number 62, Tegal, which also situated in the Pantura, that allows 

students with various background become students there. With various 

background of students, it was expected that the researcher gets broader and better 

understanding related to teachers’ preference in choosing textbook for students 

that comes from various background.   

 

Furthermore, there was no significant amount of existing research focusing in 

textbook selection and teachers’ preference using phenomenology approach. 

Phenomenology approach is a careful description and analyses of the subjects’ life 

world and the meaning making and understanding in that life world (Flick, 2010).  

The research aimed to provide insights related to textbook selection among 

Indonesian English teachers, especially in junior high school level, and to explore 

the factors in determining English textbooks used by Indonesian English teachers. 

As mentioned above, textbook has an important part in teaching-learning process. 

Therefore, choosing the right textbook is a vital part of planning for effective 

learning. selecting textbook must be done in systematic way. It has to be done 

from identifying the aims to collecting advice from colleagues. Identifying the 

aims and objectives when selecting textbook is important as it makes the learning 

process’ directions clear (Cunningsworth, 1995). With the use of textbook, it is 

clear kinds of materials that they will learn, how far will they learn, and what 

output is expected from teaching-learning process for one semester. 

 

In using textbook, both complementary and supplementary materials, English 

teachers often face several challenges. Oftentimes, the challenge is in form of the 

textbook and supplementary materials that is not reflecting and validating the 

diverse of students’ cultural background (Gay, 2018, p. 148). When students have 

their textbook lacks of cultural relevance with their daily life, students may feel 

disconnected. This can lead into disengagement in teaching learning process and 

difficulties in understanding the materials.  

 

It is commonly known that textbooks play important role in teaching-learning 

process. The selection of the textbook used in the classroom is the corresponding 

teacher’s authority. The teacher has the right to choose the textbook that suits his 
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or her class while making sure that the textbook chosen meet the students’ needs. 

However, the process of textbook selection is greatly influenced by the teachers’ 

preference. 

 

The preference of a teacher in selecting textbook may vary one another. First, the 

content quality of a textbook might become the important aspect to be considered. 

According to Oakes and Saunders (2002), the quality of textbook is defined by its 

content quality and variety of its content. They believe that clear, interesting 

writing style, current, accurate, and comprehensive content are essential 

components of quality textbook. It can be implied that the text inside the textbook 

should be easily understandable, using appropriate language, engaging for the 

readers, up to date, factually correct, and covers all necessary topics.  Therefore, 

researching teachers’ preference for English textbook in junior high-school is 

crucial as it affects the overall teaching-learning process.  

 

Research Methodology 

This research was a qualitative study that aimed to understand the teachers’ reason 

behind the phenomena of choosing textbooks used in the classroom. Qualitative 

research was conducted through an intense and/or prolonged contact with a 

“field” or life situation (Miles & Huberman, 1994). This mean that the research 

should conduct the research intensively, meaning that the researcher must conduct 

research until the researcher got a well understanding regarding the problem.  

 

Based on the researcher consideration, phenomenology study was the most 

appropriate approach to be employed in this study. Phenomenological study 

described the lived experiences of several people in a concept of a phenomenon 

(Creswell, 2016, p.76). Yildirim & Şimşek (2011) cited in Vural & Basaran 

(2021) supported the idea of phenomenology as studies which focus on 

phenomena that are aware but do not have in-depth and detailed understanding. It 

can be restated as describing the common thing that participants experienced as 

they experience the phenomenon, meaning that the participant must be the ones 

who experienced it directly.  

 

In phenomenological research, the object of the study was the participants’ 

perceptions, feelings, and lived experience (Guest, 2014, p.12). A phenomenology 

study was chosen because the researcher was intended to understand and describe 

the reasons behind the teachers’ preferences for textbooks provided by specific 

private-sector publisher that has become phenomena in Tegal area, especially in 

SMP N 09 Tegal. Furthermore, the use of phenomenology in this research was 

appropriate due to the intention of the researcher to explore the preferences and 

attitudes of English teachers. 

 

In this research, the researcher involved both teachers and students to get better 

understanding regarding the topic. For teachers, the population of this research 

was English teachers that prefer using textbook by private-sector publishers. 
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Furthermore, the sample was chosen using purposive sampling, which was only 

the teachers from the same school, SMPN 09 Tegal, which was only three 

teachers. As the researcher interviewed participants, it was revealed that the 

textbook selection was influenced by the suggestion made by MGMP (English 

Teachers Forum/ Musyawarah Guru Mata Pelajaran). For that reason, the 

researcher decided to add one more participant to be interviewed, which was the 

chairman of MGMP. 

 

This research involved students as well, as the core of teaching-learning process 

in the classroom is students. The students have been interviewed as well, as the 

students were the center of the learning process. The population of the students 

were the students from all classroom in SMP N 09 Tegal from grade 7, 8, and 9. 

The researcher used purposive sampling to choose only three students that would 

be interviewed. The sample has been chosen through purposive sampling within 

following criteria: the students who are active in class, preferably who likes 

English, and diligent to complete assignment given by the teacher in LKS. 

 

To begin the research, the researcher has conducted a preliminary study to support 

the researchers’ hypotheses to avoid any researcher’s bias. After validating the 

accuracy of the researcher’s claim, there were two data collection method that 

were used in this research, those were interviews and observations.  

 

The essential data for this research was collected through recordings from in-

depth interview. Interviewing is a method that allows researcher to gain insight 

into the lives and experiences of their respondents (Leavy, 2014, p.150). This 

allowed the researcher to gain personal perspective of the participant based on 

their experience in using LKS (textbook by private-sector publishers) as their 

main textbook in the classroom. 

 

In conducting in-depth interview, the gathered information was in spoken form. 

The interview results were usually long and covered broad topic. While taking 

notes was possible, it was not enough to cover all the topics talked in the 

interview. Therefore, the researcher decided to record the entire interview session. 

In this research, the researcher aimed to understand how the teachers utilized the 

textbook in the classroom through observation. However, the researcher was not 

involved in the learning process. With that reason, the researcher wanted to 

conduct a nonparticipant observation. Nonparticipant observation is a qualitative 

research strategy for gathering primary data about some aspect of the social world 

without interacting directly with its participant (Dorsten, 2019, p.561). This 

means, the researcher did not become either students or teacher. 

 

Since the researcher utilized two types of data collection method, the researcher 

used data triangulation. In this context, the researcher validated data with data 

source triangulation. Triangulation means that the researcher takes different 

perspectives in answering research questions (Flick, 2010, p. 417). Here, the 
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researcher used two kinds of data collection method, those were interviews and 

observation. The combinations of interview and observation were largely used in 

the qualitative field. Hopefully, the use of different data source would be capable 

to answer the research questions adequately. 

 

The data collected through in-depth interview was analyzed using thematic 

analysis along with inductive method. Thematic analysis is one of qualitative 

method that aims to search for themes or patterns (Braun & Clarke, 2006). First, 

data familiarization involves transcribing data, reading data, and writing down 

initial ideas related to the topic. Second, initial codes development involved 

systematically coding noteworthy features within the data, gathering relevant 

information for each code. Third, search for themes involves organizing codes 

into potential themes, collection of all relevant data to each potential theme. Next, 

themes review involves alidating themes against the coded excerpts (L1) and the 

entire data set (L2), developing a map of thematic analysis.  Fifth, themes 

defining or naming involves continuously analyzing each of particular theme 

and the overall interview data the analysis has to tell, generating concise 

definitions and names of reach theme. Last, report writing involves electing 

compelling excerpts, conducting final analysis of selected excerpts, connecting 

the analysis to the research questions and review of literature, writing of report 

analysis. 

 

 

Results and Discussion 

The data collected for this study are in two forms: interview data, which resulted 

from a series of interview conducted with several participants and observation 

checklist, which was collected from several session of non-participant 

observations. The data gathered through interview became the primary source for 

this study and has undergone thematic analysis.  

 

Seven participants have become the sole resource of this research becoming the 

interviewee, which consists of three teachers; they are Anne (P1), Margareth (P2), 

Sana (P3), the chairman of English Teacher Forum, Hanbin (P4), and three 

students coming from grade 7, 8 and 9; Luna (P5), Tzuyu (P6) and Yuri (P7). The 

researcher decided to use pseudonym instead of the participants’ real name to 

ensure participants’ confidentiality, which was to prevent the identification of 

participants who contributed to this research. This is an important ethical 

safeguard that ensures participants’ privacy. 

 

Factors Contributing to English Teachers’ Preference towards Textbook from 

Private-sector Publisher 

The first question explored the types of books teachers use in the English 

teaching-learning process at school. Three out of four teacher participants in the 

interview used books from private-sector publishers. The first participant (P1) 

used both government-owned books and private-sector publishers' books, 
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combining them in her teaching. P2 also mentioned using both kinds of textbooks, 

utilizing the private-sector publisher's book to enrich and supplement students' 

learning. P3 specifically used supplementary books from private-sector publishers 

for homework. P4 indicated that government-provided books were the main 

resource, but supplementary books from private-sector publishers were used to 

enhance learning. 

 

The second question delved into the reasons why teachers use the textbooks from 

private-sector publishers. P1 preferred these textbooks because they are more 

updated with varied questions and include guidelines, syllabus, and RPP, which 

government books lack. P2 appreciated the simplicity and variety of questions in 

the private-sector publisher's book. P3 valued the completeness of these 

textbooks, which included pictures, exercises, and comprehensive explanations. 

P4 emphasized the suitability of the materials with the local context of Tegal city, 

the existence of practice questions, and the collaborative opportunities provided 

by the publisher. 

 

The third question asked how long teachers have been using the chosen textbooks. 

P1 stated that she followed the MGMP's (English Teacher Forum) 

recommendation, which had influenced her choice for the past three years. P2 had 

been using private-sector publisher's books since 1998, even before MGMP's 

collaboration with the publisher. P3 had also been using these textbooks since 

2004. P4, as the MGMP chairman, confirmed that the collaboration with the 

private-sector publisher had been ongoing since 2009. 

 

The fourth question focused on the differences between textbooks provided by the 

Ministry of Education and those by private-sector publishers. P1 mentioned that 

private-sector publishers' books offer more varied questions. P2 noted that 

government textbooks have excessive text, lack practice questions, and are 

outdated, while private-sector publishers' books are more up-to-date but still lack 

local context. P3 highlighted the completeness of the private-sector publishers' 

books and the availability of a teacher's handbook. P4 indicated that while there is 

no significant difference, private-sector publishers' companion books offer more 

developed materials, examples, and practice questions compared to the 

government books. 

 

Teachers’ Perception towards The Use of Private-sector Publisher’s Textbook 

The first question in this section asked about the effectiveness of using the chosen 

textbook in the teaching-learning process. P1 found the textbook provided by the 

private-sector publisher quite effective, especially when used alongside a 

dictionary, which encourages students to actively search for vocabulary. P2 

emphasized the textbook's usefulness, stating that without it, she would be 

confused about where to start teaching. P3 also deemed the textbook effective 

because it eliminated the need for extensive note-taking and allowed students to 

learn independently through additional assignments. All three teachers highlighted 
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the textbook's role in saving time and providing comprehensive learning 

materials. 

 

The second question explored teachers' perceptions of the role of textbooks 

provided by private-sector publishers in their classrooms. P1 perceived a bigger 

role for private-sector publishers' textbooks compared to government textbooks, 

using them more frequently due to their varied content. P2 supported this view by 

mentioning that the textbook helped students achieve higher scores. P3 

highlighted the textbook's role in facilitating immediate reading and working on 

questions, thus saving time and aiding comprehension. P4 viewed the textbook 

positively, stating that it facilitated teaching without stifling teachers' creativity 

and innovation. 

 

The third question focused on whether the materials in textbooks by private-sector 

publishers provided a balance of activities appropriate for their students. P1 

confirmed that these textbooks offered a variety of activities, including reading, 

listening, writing, and speaking, more so than government textbooks. P2 and P3 

also verified the presence of all four aspects of English language learning in these 

textbooks. However, P3 noted that infrastructural limitations sometimes hindered 

the implementation of listening activities. P4 explained that the textbooks initially 

lacked balance but improved over time due to teachers' feedback, which led to the 

inclusion of all four language skills. 

 

The fourth question asked whether teachers consistently used the same type of 

LKS (student worksheet) from one single publisher despite changes in the 

curriculum. P1 confirmed that she always used the same kind of textbook from a 

particular private-sector publisher because it was consistently updated to align 

with curriculum changes. She explained that the publisher's ability to adapt to new 

curricula ensured the continued relevance and effectiveness of their textbooks. 

This adaptability was also a reason why MGMP (English Teacher Forum) 

recommended these textbooks, ensuring they met the current educational 

standards and needs. 

 

Challenges in Using Private-sector Publisher’s Textbook 

The third part of the interview focused on the challenges faced by English 

teachers when using private-sector publisher textbooks. P1 highlighted that the 

varied and up-to-date vocabulary in these textbooks often required her to consult a 

dictionary or use QR codes, posing a challenge for both teachers and students. P2 

pointed out that many 7th graders have no prior knowledge of English, 

necessitating teaching from the basics and making it difficult for students to 

differentiate between vocabulary types. In contrast, P3 mentioned that while 

teachers did not face significant difficulties, the lack of teaching aids at school 

sometimes forced her to assign homework requiring internet access, which 

students could better utilize at home. P4 added that the diverse characteristics of 

students in different areas (coastal, suburban, urban) presented a challenge in 
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selecting and effectively using the textbooks, as the materials might not always 

align with the specific needs and backgrounds of all students. 

Furthermore, the researcher has interviewed students as the ones who uses 

textbook that become the center of the learning. The result of students’ interview 

is presented as follows: 

 

Types of Books Used in Class 

All three student participants mentioned that their teachers use two types of 

textbooks in the English teaching-learning process: government-issued textbooks 

and those provided by private-sector publishers. P5 stated, “There are two types 

of books, there are textbooks and Private-sector Publisher’s books. My teacher 

always used Private-sector Publisher’s book when learning.” P6 and P7 echoed 

this, noting the frequent use of the private-sector publisher’s book due to its 

abundance of questions and readings. 

 

Frequency of Textbook Usage 

The students agreed that textbooks provided by private-sector publishers are used 

very often in their English lessons. P5 mentioned, “Very often, every English 

lesson.” P6 supported this, saying, “Often, every English lesson always discusses 

the Private-sector Publisher’s book, which means twice a week.” P7 also 

confirmed this frequent use, emphasizing the regular integration of these books 

into their classes. 

 

Understanding the Content 

The students generally found the content of the private-sector textbooks easy to 

understand, though some challenges were noted. P5 said, “It is easy. Because the 

teacher's explanation is easy to understand. But there are also some parts that are 

not easy to understand, for example, the text is blurry.” P6 added, “Yes, because 

the content is more concise and easier to enter the brain. Each material has an 

explanation, examples, and practice questions too.” P7 highlighted those related 

stories within the textbooks made comprehension easier. 

 

Challenges with the Textbook 

Students faced various challenges with the textbooks. P5 found it difficult to 

complete homework without the teacher’s explanation: “If there is homework 

without the teacher explaining it, I can't do it in class.” P6 struggled with difficult 

vocabulary and blurry text quality: “The difficulty is that the vocabulary is too 

difficult, the quality is also blurry, it is difficult to understand if there are 

pictures.” P7 mentioned issues with long stories that often are lack of coherence: 

“Actually, sometimes if the story is long, it often doesn't connect with each other, 

the vocabulary is not clear.” 

 

Teacher's Assistance 

Teachers played a crucial role in helping students overcome these challenges. P5 

noted, “The teacher overcomes difficulties in using the Private-sector Publisher’s 
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book by helping to explain in detail. The teacher also explained the parts that are 

not understood, explained one by one, the text is also sometimes translated one by 

one.” P6 appreciated the detailed explanations and translations provided by her 

teacher. P7 mentioned that her teacher helped by translating and connecting 

disjointed stories, making them easier to understand. These efforts significantly 

aided students in grasping the material better, leading to improved learning 

outcomes. 

 

A series of non-participant observation has been conducted on April 29-30th, May 

1st, and May 6-8th.The observation was done one class at a time which resulted in 

a total of six sessions. In each class, observation was done twice to ensure 

consistency in the data collected. This required the researcher to return to the 

same classroom in two consecutive weeks. 

 

During this period, P1 was observed teaching class 9G, P2 with class 7A, and P3 

with class 8B. The purpose of observing each teacher twice was to identify 

patterns or consistency in their teaching sessions. The observation aimed to 

capture a detailed description of the classroom environment and each teacher’s 

signature teaching style to validate and support data obtained from the interviews. 

P2 and P3 exclusively used textbooks from private-sector publishers, sourcing 

both material and exercises from them for every English lesson. In contrast, P1 

combined government-issued textbooks with those from private-sector publishers, 

using the former for material and pictures and the latter for exercise questions due 

to the differing content balance. 

 

The observations revealed that private-sector publisher textbooks had interactive 

elements, such as pictures, links, and QR codes leading to audiovisual media. If 

students had access to mobile phones and the internet, they could scan the QR 

codes to access additional learning materials. For example, a QR code linked to a 

video explaining adverbs of frequency with real-life examples, which enhanced 

student understanding. Higher student engagement was observed in P2 and P3's 

classes, with students actively participating and completing tasks on time. In 

contrast, P1's classroom exhibited neutral student engagement, with some students 

showing signs of boredom and distraction, likely due to a more lecture-heavy 

approach and less student involvement. 

 

Despite the textbook differences, each teacher maintained their signature teaching 

style. P1 began with trigger questions about the material before proceeding, P2 

directly introduced the material, sometimes asking students to read aloud, and P3 

had students take turns reading while translating and connecting the text. P1 and 

P2 used supplementary materials directly from the private-sector publisher's 

textbook, while P3 sourced additional materials from the internet, such as an 

audio clip from a website for narrative text. This added variety to the classroom 

materials, enriching the learning experience beyond the textbook.  
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Discussion 

This research explores the perceptions of students in the English Education 

department regarding the importance of mastering public speaking skills for pre-

service teachers, focusing on the academic year 2019/2020. The study aims to 

understand how these skills contribute to professional success and identify 

challenges students face in their development. Theoretically, data was based on 

the results of observations and questionnaires. In this discussion, the researcher 

analyses the critical points of the findings based on the research questions. 

Therefore, the researcher chose three points that were very critical for the 

researcher to discuss. 

 

Factors Contributing to English Teachers’ Preference towards Textbook from 

Private-sector Publisher  

In a classroom, a complete textbook is essential for facilitating quality learning, 

and it should encompass clear content, well-written exercises, and easily 

understandable information that aligns with the course syllabus and educational 

guidelines, such as those set by the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture 

(MoEC). The preference for textbooks from private-sector publishers among 

teachers is attributed to their comprehensive guidelines, detailed syllabus, and 

lesson plans (RPP), which provide a structured framework for effective teaching. 

Additionally, these textbooks often feature QR codes linking to digital content, 

enhancing the learning experience. For instance, in Excerpt 4, P2 explains that the 

English Teacher Forum (MGMP) favors these textbooks for their completeness, 

including guidelines and QR features. Similarly, in Excerpt 5, P3 appreciates the 

comprehensive nature of private-sector publisher textbooks, which include 

questions, texts, images, and exercises for both midterm and final tests, offering 

more context and support than MoEC’s textbooks. These excerpts underscore that 

the completeness and comprehensiveness of a textbook significantly influence 

teachers’ preferences, aligning with Oakes & Saunders (2002), who emphasize 

content comprehensiveness as a marker of a quality textbook. 

 

Balanced content in a textbook refers to the equal distribution and integration of 

the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In Excerpt 6, P2 

confirms that the textbook from the private-sector publisher provides a 

comprehensive balance of activities needed for learning English, covering all four 

aspects. Similarly, in Excerpt 7, P3 affirms that the textbook includes a balanced 

approach, with sections dedicated to different language skills, such as listening 

activities segmented into multiple tasks. These excerpts underscore the 

importance of balanced and structured content in textbooks, which aids students 

in achieving proficiency across all language skills. This finding aligns with Fan, 

Lianghuo, and Kaeley's (2011) research, which highlights that textbook structure 

significantly influences teachers' preferences in selecting textbooks, a trend 

observed both in western contexts like Chicago and in Indonesia. 
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One significant factor influencing teachers' preference for selecting textbooks is 

their up-to-dateness with the current curriculum. As highlighted in Excerpt 8, P1 

explains that private-sector publishers continuously update their materials to align 

with curriculum changes, such as the shift from the 2013 curriculum (Kurtilas) to 

the Merdeka curriculum. This responsiveness ensures that the textbook content 

remains relevant for students. Similarly, in Excerpt 9, P3 confirms that their 

school consistently uses textbooks from this private-sector publisher because they 

are always updated to reflect curriculum changes. This consistency makes the 

textbooks reliable and relevant, aligning with Rosyida’s (2016) assertion that 

textbooks adhering closely to the learning plan and syllabus are more preferable. 

The private-sector publisher’s commitment to staying current with curriculum 

adjustments ensures that their textbooks automatically suit the learning plan and 

syllabus, which also refer to the applied curriculum. 

 

In Tegal city, where students come from diverse backgrounds such as laborers, 

pedicab drivers, and fishermen, selecting a textbook that resonates with these 

varied needs is crucial. As highlighted in Excerpt 10, the MGMP (Musyawarah 

Guru Mata Pelajaran) chose a private-sector publisher's textbook for its suitability 

in reflecting local students' needs. This decision was further supported by Excerpt 

11, which notes that the practice questions were considered highly suitable for 

Tegal city's students, aligning with their characteristics and educational needs. 

Additionally, Excerpt 12 emphasizes that the vocabulary used in the textbook was 

intentionally chosen to match the students' levels, ensuring accessibility and 

comprehension. These considerations reflect Wen Cheng et al. (2011) who argue 

that the suitability of material to students' characteristics is a significant factor in 

textbook selection, promoting a more effective and inclusive learning 

environment. 

 

Affordability is a key factor in textbook selection, especially in Tegal city, where 

students come from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. As highlighted in 

Excerpt 14, teachers prioritize textbooks that are both affordable and 

comprehensive, ensuring that all students can access necessary educational 

resources without financial strain. The chosen private-sector publisher offers 

textbooks that are reasonably priced compared to more expensive alternatives, 

making them accessible to families with varying budgets. Excerpt 15 further 

emphasizes this point, as P3 explains that despite recommendations from MGMP 

to consider other publishers, their school remained loyal to the affordable 

textbook from the private-sector publisher, which is well-suited to the 

economically disadvantaged students in their community. This focus on 

affordability aligns with Nicol & Crespo's (2006) finding that access to resources 

influences teachers' preferences in textbook selection, demonstrating that 

affordability is a significant factor across different educational contexts. 

 

The visual appeal of a textbook is crucial in engaging students and enhancing 

their learning experience. As noted in Excerpt 20, P2 highlights that the inclusion 
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of pictures in the textbook significantly boosts students' interest and makes the 

content more accessible. Modern students, who are often more visually oriented, 

find textbooks with vibrant images and clear, readable fonts more inviting and 

less intimidating. This visual engagement helps students easily grasp and 

memorize content, such as dialogues and stories. This aligns with Grammatosi & 

Harwood's (2014) finding that teachers' textbook selection decisions are 

influenced by how well the textbook meets students' interests and needs, 

underscoring the importance of visual appeal in fostering a more engaging 

learning environment. 

 

Teachers’ Perception towards The Use of Private-sector Publisher’s Textbook 

Teachers' perceptions of textbooks provided by private-sector publishers are 

significantly influenced by their ability to immediately engage students in the 

learning process. As highlighted in Excerpt 27, P3 emphasizes the textbook's 

crucial role in facilitating prompt student engagement. With a readily available 

textbook, students can quickly access reading materials, translate text when 

needed and start working on questions and exercises, without the time-consuming 

task of copying materials from the blackboard or slides. This immediate access 

enhances students' productivity and engagement, making the textbook a valuable 

tool in the classroom. This aligns with Alhamlan’s (2013) findings that private-

sector publisher’s textbooks are seen as more engaging and interactive compared 

to government textbooks, as they enable students to focus directly on tasks rather 

than spending time transcribing information. Consequently, teachers favor these 

textbooks for their efficiency and their ability to foster active student 

participation. 

 

Challenges in Using Private-sector Publisher’s Textbook 

A significant challenge with private-sector publisher’s textbooks is their advanced 

vocabulary, which can hinder student comprehension and engagement. As noted 

in Excerpts 32 and 33, the complex and evolving vocabulary often requires 

teachers to consult dictionaries and manage content carefully, especially with 

scientific terms. This makes teaching more challenging and slows down students' 

understanding. Student P7 also highlighted that the difficult vocabulary serves as 

a major barrier, impacting their ability to grasp concepts and succeed 

academically. This aligns with Sweller and Chandler’s (1991) finding that 

information presentation mismatched to students' cognitive abilities leads to 

poorer understanding and learning outcomes. Thus, advanced vocabulary in these 

textbooks poses a significant challenge for effective teaching. 

 

Local content is crucial in textbooks as it relates to the physical, social, and 

cultural environment, enhancing relevance and engagement for students. Excerpt 

35 highlights the lack of local context in private-sector textbooks compared to 

government ones. P2 points out that while private-sector textbooks offer more up-

to-date content, they still fail to address local contexts, making it challenging for 

students to relate to the material. Pinar (2004) emphasizes that textbooks need to 
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align with students’ cultural backgrounds to maintain engagement. The absence of 

local content means students struggle to connect with the material, underscoring 

the need for textbooks to incorporate local context to enhance their effectiveness 

in the teaching and learning process. 

 

Teachers also face significant challenges due to infrastructure and resource 

limitations when using textbooks from private-sector publishers. Excerpt 36 

discusses the inadequate school facilities, such as broken LCDs, which hinder the 

integration of multimedia materials into lessons. Excerpt 37 highlights the lack of 

teaching aids and restricted internet access at school, forcing teachers to rely on 

students' home internet for assignments. Excerpt 38 further explains how the lack 

of facilities affects the implementation of balanced learning activities, such as 

listening exercises, which often need to be simplified due to inadequate resources. 

Sweller and Chandler (1991) suggest that such infrastructural limitations 

negatively impact students' learning experiences, making it crucial to address 

these challenges to effectively utilize the textbooks. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion  

Conclusion 

This study extensively explored the factors influencing teachers’ preferences for 

private-sector textbooks, their perceptions of these textbooks, and the challenges 

faced by students and teachers. The findings emphasize the importance of content 

quality and variety, including practice questions and visual media, which enhance 

student interest and facilitate effective learning. Usability, readability, and 

supplementary materials such as teacher handbooks also play crucial roles in 

teachers’ textbook preferences. 

 

Teachers generally view private-sector textbooks positively, appreciating their 

content quality, practical utility, and academic support. However, challenges such 

as language and content complexity, including advanced vocabulary and scientific 

terms, require additional teacher support. The lack of local context in textbooks 

and infrastructural limitations, such as broken LCDs and insufficient teaching 

aids, further complicate the effective use of these resources. 

 

The study contributes valuable insights into textbook selection and utilization, 

highlighting the need for textbooks that are complete, engaging, and adaptable to 

various teaching and learning environments. It underscores the importance of 

addressing students' and teachers' needs in textbook development to enhance 

English language teaching, particularly in Indonesia. This research provides a 

foundation for future improvements in textbook content and usability, aiming for 

more effective English education. 
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Suggestion 

Based on the research findings, several suggestions can be made. Textbook 

publishers should include more local content to make learning more relevant and 

relatable for students. They should also balance the use of advanced vocabulary 

with simpler explanations and glossaries to ease the teaching and learning 

process. 

 

Teachers are encouraged to stay updated with educational and technological 

advancements. Adapting to new technologies can be challenging, especially for 

more experienced educators, but seeking assistance from younger colleagues can 

help them better utilize new resources. 

The government should invest in improving school infrastructure and ensure 

timely textbook distribution. Proper maintenance of facilities and preparedness for 

curriculum changes will support effective teaching and learning. 

Further research should examine the long-term impacts of private-sector 

textbooks on student outcomes, including academic performance and language 

skills. A quantitative approach could provide more objective data, complementing 

the qualitative insights from this study. 
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